U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
U.S. EMBASSY SOUTH AFRICA PUBLIC AFFAIRS SECTION
NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY
Funding Opportunity Title: Small Grants Program to Advance the Human Rights of LGBTI Persons
Funding Opportunity Number: DOS-ZAF-NOFO2-FY16
CFDA Number: 19.345 International Programs to Support Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
Deadline for submitting proposals: March 28, 2016
Contact: U.S. Embassy South Africa Grants Administrator: PretoriaGrants@state.gov 
I. Funding Opportunity Description 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The U.S. Mission to South Africa is pleased to announce a worldwide funding opportunity provided as part of the Global Equality Fund and in conjunction with the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor:
The Small Grants Program to Advance the Human Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Intersex (LGBTI) Persons is a project of the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor (DRL), and part of the Global Equality Fund, to bring additional attention and resources to LGBTI rights issues through initiatives developed by local and national civil society organizations, including academic institutions and coalitions/networks.   
Applications should propose new, innovative, and context-specific opportunities, address immediate challenges or threats, and highlight specific needs.  Proposals should be ideas or concepts that result in the advancement of equality and civilian security of LGBTI persons.
In the global context, priority is given to grants that focus on the:
Raising of awareness and facilitation of dialogue with diverse stakeholders, adversaries and potential allies through social media, public roundtables and dialogues;
Introduction or passage of legislation that supports the human rights of LGBTI persons;
Documentation of human rights abuses and advocacy initiatives;
Institutional capacity building and development of diverse coalitions;
Increase of tolerance and acceptance, including engagement with faith leaders and faith communities;
Promotion of nondiscrimination and nondiscriminatory access to public services, including health;
Legal reform and access to justice.

Project ideas that are generally not competitive for funding:
Stand-alone, one-time events
Pride parades 
Art projects

This grant is not renewable.  Applications should discuss sustainability without relying on additional funding.  
II. Award Information 
Funding Instrument Type:  Grant.
Minimum amount for the award: $5,000. 
Maximum amount for the award: $25,000.
Project start date: May 15, 2016 or later
Project end date: No later than 12 months after the start date.
Applicants should consider their budgets carefully and submit a budget commensurate with the project goals.  
III. Eligibility Information
PAS encourages applications from South African:
· Registered not-for-profit think tanks, academic institutes and civil society/non-governmental organizations with programming experience;
· Non-profit educational institutions.

IV. Application Submission 
Proposals should be submitted by email to PretoriaGrants@state.gov .
 Applications are accepted in English only. Final grant agreements will be concluded in English. 
Applicants must complete and submit the following documents:
· Application Form;
· Budget Spreadsheet.
Applicants are encouraged to submit:
· A list of committee/board members with their names and addresses
· Certified copies of the primary contact’s and alternate contact’s ID book
· Details of all the organization’s bank accounts, and COPIES of the most recent bank statements from each account. If your organization has had an audit, please include a copy of the audited financial statement
· Copies of quotations to support estimated project cost
· Two references from community stakeholders/partners who are not formally part of your organization. 

Recipients should be registered on SAM.gov (exceptions may be made for first-time, one-off grants).  SAM registration requires a DUNS number and an NCAGE code:
· DUNS Number: Any entity that receives PAS financing must register for a DUNS number, which is a unique nine-digit identification number. DUNS Number assignment is free for organizations required to register with the federal government for grants. Begin the process here: http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform (or phone 011 790 3060);
· NCAGE Code: https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/scage/CageList.aspx; 
· SAM registration: https://www.sam.gov/portal/SAM/.
V. Review and Selection Process 
Each application submitted under this announcement will be evaluated and rated on the basis of the criteria outlined below. The criteria listed are designed to assess the quality of the proposed project and to determine the likelihood of its success. The criteria are closely related and are considered as a whole in judging the overall quality of an application. Applications will be reviewed on the basis of their completeness, coherence, clarity, and attention to detail. 
Organizational Capacity: The organization has expertise in its stated field and PAS is confident of its technical capacity to undertake the project. 
Monitoring and Evaluation Plan: Applicant demonstrates it is able to measure program success against key indicators and provide milestones to indicate progress toward goals outlined in the proposal. The project includes a systematic recording and periodic analysis of selected information on the project activities. 
VI. Award Administration 
Award Notices: The grant award or cooperative agreement shall be written, signed, awarded, and administered by the Grants Officer. The Grants Officer is the U.S. government official delegated the authority by the U.S. Department of State Procurement Executive to write, award, and administer grants and cooperative agreements. The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document and it will be provided to the recipient. Organizations whose applications will not be funded will also be notified in writing. 
If a proposal is selected for funding, the Department of State has no obligation to provide any additional future funding in connection with the award. Renewal of an award to increase funding or extend the period of performance is at the discretion of the Department of State. 
Reporting Requirements: Awards issued under this announcement will require program and, if specified, financial reports on a frequency specified in the award agreement. The disbursement of funds may be tied to submission of these reports in a timely manner. All other details related to award administration will be specified in the award agreement as well. Final programmatic and financial reports are due 90 days (unless otherwise specified) after the close of the project period. Progress reports at a minimum should be submitted via electronic mail to an address to be provided in the award.
